
Luke 17:11-19
Pentecost 21; October 9, 2016

It was August of 1992, when Hurricane Andrew slammed into the state of Florida. At that time, It would be the most
destructive hurricane in United States history. It would be determined that the hurricane was a category 5 hurricane,
with winds estimated to be up to 165 miles per hour, as it slammed into the south Florida coast. Passing directly through
the town of Homestead, Florida, a southern suburb of Miami, Andrew just obliterated entire blocks of homes, in many
cases leaving only the concrete foundations. Over 20, 000 homes were destroyed, and nearly 100,000 were seriously
damaged, and 65 people lost their lives in the hurricane.

A couple of days after it hit Florida, I and another WELS pastor from Jacksonville, drove a U-Haul truck of supplies from
the WELS congregations in north Florida to help one of our congregations in the hardest hit area in South Florida just
north of Homestead. I can honestly say that I had never seen anything like. There was not a leaf on a tree left. Entire
homes were ripped apart. People had begun to pile up all their wet belongings on the curbs to be tossed. Entire
refrigerators with spoiled food in it. All in the August summer heat in south Florida. Sadly, you knew that thousands of
people were going to be living in misery for some time. Thousands of people were grateful with any kind of help that
was possible.

The lepers in our text this morning were living in misery. Leprosy was a horrible and crippling disease. Nerves would lose
their feeling in fingers and toes. Lesions would form on the skin. There was no cure. In order to control the spread of the
disease, they no longer could live with their families, friends, relatives. They would become unloved and alone. Their
disease would separate them from anyone who had been close to them.

It is easy to understand why when they saw Jesus, they cried out to him: "Jesus, Master, have pity on us!" Jesus would
show these 10 men more compassion than they could imagine. Jesus knew that even worse than their disease of leprosy
was the disease of sin. Jesus was the solution for both their leprosy of their bodies and the leprosy that covered their
souls.

From Jesus’ words we know that all ten were healed, not just the one who came back. “When he saw them, he said,
"Go, show yourselves to the priests." And as they went, they were cleansed.” Even though Jesus would be
disappointed in the response of the nine, Jesus still had compassion on all ten of them. He was more than just a miracle
worker, he is more than just a healer. He is the Savior. He is the one who was promised from the beginning of the world
to save a world lost in sin. Their immediate need was to be healed of leprosy, but their greatest need was to be healed
from sin.

Sin is not just a regrettable lapse or a stumble. Sin says to God: “I want to run my own life in the way that I want.” Sin
tells God to get out of my life, get lost and not to come back. Sin creates a kind of leprosy of the soul. Try as hard as we
would like, we cannot get rid of the leprosy of sin. But Jesus can and did. For the Bible tells us that “while we were still
sinners, Christ died for us.” Jesus would heal these ten men of leprosy. But his healing didn’t stop there with leprosy. He
also wanted them to know that he had come to heal them from the leprosy of sin. He is the one who has mercy on
them. Here we see that it is all about Jesus.

Sometimes, we think that we play a role in our being healed, in our getting to heaven. Yes, Jesus wants us to follow him
and obey him in our lives. He clearly tells us how high he sets the bar when he says: “Be perfect as I the Lord your God
am perfect.” We can’t meet that bar. Nothing we do is going to change that. But Jesus changes it. He brings us to have
faith in him. The death that Jesus suffered on the cross finished the work of salvation.

Jesus wanted these men, who he healed, to know that not only did he heal their leprosy, but he had come to heal them
spiritually as well. Look what Luke says: “Your faith has made you well.” Not “your faith has healed you from leprosy,”
but your “faith has made you spiritually well.” It would make no sense if Jesus said: “your faith has healed you from
leprosy.” He doesn’t just heal one, he heals ten. He wants this man to know, and us to know, that it is he who makes
people who are covered with the leprosy of sin well. Our faith in Jesus makes us spiritually well.



What’s our response to that kind of healing? How do we thank God for what HE has done? We look at this Samaritan
man in our text. “One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, praising God in a loud voice. He threw himself
at Jesus' feet and thanked him.” We jump up and down, we praise God at the top of our lungs, and we give him thanks
that he has saved us. We trust that promise every single moment of or life. Knowing and trusting that our sins are
forgiven, every action, word or thought, flows from that thankful heart. It moves us to live thankfully.

You see on that one day on the way to Jerusalem, Jesus wanted to teach an amazing lesson on faith. It isn’t just a lesson
on the faith of the one or the nine. It is a lesson about how much Jesus loved all ten of these men. It is a lesson of how
much JESUS loves every single one of us here this morning.

It is Jesus who has pity and compassion on us as we live in the misery of our sins. Every day we are reminded of just how
much misery sin brings into this world. Whether it is hurricanes, or pain and aches, or diseases, or a broken down car or
any disaster that comes into our lives, we know that we have a Savior who says to us: “Rise and go, your faith has made
you well.” Amen.
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